THE ELECTION OF HENRY OF VALOIS      [1573]

The rising power of Poland and to a certain extent
its golden age came to an end with the passing of the
second Zygmunt, the last of the Jagiellons, in 1572.
After the farcical episode of Henry, Poland again rose
to glory during the ten years of Batory's reign, but
the sequence had been broken and decline was about
to set in.

Under the Jagiellons the election of kings had
actually been a function of the Senate, to which
belonged the great nobles and the bishops, but at the
death of Zygmunt II Jan Zarnoyski led a movement
which brought about a broader participation in the
electoral right, putting it into the hands of every,
member of the extensive gentry, thousands of
whom were simply upper class peasants. Zamoyski
made Poland the most democratic country on the
continent.

This vast horde of electors met in the fields beyond
Warsaw to elect the new king. Probably 100,000
people came to Warsaw, not then the capital, for this
purpose, over 40,000 of them electors. Tents were
set up, the discussion and electioneering began. Many
of the great nobles came with small armies of retainers,,
and at times, as the electioneering waxed warm,
serious clashes seemed imminent.

-There were numerous candidates, each represent-
ing a distinct point of view and tendency in -national